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Rural/Metro would like to nominate the first responders who worked together in seamless fashion to save a young boy who was believed to be drowning at East Aurora Middle School on November 10, 2010.
The actions of Chris Koselny, Middle School Phys Ed teacher, Joe Ferrara, School Resource Officer, and Michael Leuer, Rural/Metro Paramedic, resulted in a cardiac save despite the fact the child was in the pool at the time of the event and believed to be drowning.  A brief recap of the story follows here:

What was first thought to be a child drowning during gym class turned into the identification of an unknown heart condition that is extremely rare and had been undiagnosed since birth.  The young man has since received a surgically implanted electronic device and is back in school and doing well.  

At 9:50 am on November 10th, Rural/Metro and the East Aurora Fire Department received an emergency call for a child drowning from East Aurora Fire Control.  The Rural/Metro Ambulance arrived at the school at 9:52 am.  Volunteer Firefighters Greg Egloff, who is also a NYS Trooper, and Randy Ess arrived shortly after.  Rural/Metro Paramedic Michael Leuer was led to the pool where he found Officer Ferrara and Phys Ed teacher Chris Koselny performing CPR on the young child.  As you can imagine the scene was very chaotic as classmates and school staff members were traumatized by the circumstances.  Because CPR was already in progress, Mr. Leuer first had to use his professionalism and familiarity with emergency situations to calm everyone down.  In a presentation by the East Aurora School Board, much credit was given to Mr. Leuer's demeanor and the confidence he placed in everyone present that medical help had arrived. In assessing the situation Mr. Leuer learned that Mr. Koselny had spotted the child in the water where he had gone unresponsive during normal swimming exercises.  The staff called for Officer Joe Ferrara, the School Resource Officer.  Officer Ferrara is an East Aurora Police Officer and the School Resource Officer and splits his time between the High School and the Middle School. In this case it was lucky that he was at the Middle School at the time.  Using the schools’ AED, Officer Ferrara administered one shock as Mr. Leuer and the volunteer firefighters arrived and the child regained a pulse but was still in respiratory arrest.  Mr. Leuer then intubated the child and noticed abnormal amounts of water and called Dr. Lillis for Medical Direction realizing that this was unlike a typical drowning and more likely the result of a cardiac condition.  Dr. Lillis requested an emergent transport to Children's Hospital.  The child became responsive during the transport and Michael continued to follow paramedic protocols and transferred care to the hospital staff upon arrival.  Mr. Leuer advised the staff that the patient had maintained a good pulse and good blood pressure throughout the transport. 

At the hospital a rare heart condition, that the child had been living with since birth, was diagnosed and it was determined that he would need to be transported to Strong Memorial Hospital for further surgery to implant a pacemaker.  The child is recovering extremely well and went back to school before Thanksgiving. 
Rural/Metro is proud to nominate these first responders for recognition at the 100 Club Awards Banquet and truly believes that this child is alive and doing well because of the professionalism and teamwork of everyone involved in this cardiac save.  These responders did more than just do their jobs, they prove that advanced training and teamwork make a difference and save lives. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jay Smith
Public Affairs Manager 
Rural/Metro Medical Services
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